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Elections - Temporary Changes to Polling Stations due to COVID19  
 
EXECUTIVE MEMBER: Councillor David Moore, Portfolio Holder for 

Nuclear and Corporate Services 
LEAD OFFICER: Pat Graham, Returning Officer 
REPORT AUTHOR: Stephanie Shaw, Electoral & Democratic Services 

Manager 
 

SUMMARY:  This report provides information regarding temporary changes needed 
to polling stations due to the Covid 19 Pandemic 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS:  
That Council agrees the changes referred to in this report and to delegate authority 
to the Returning Officer to make any further changes as and when required in order 
to ensure the safe delivery of the elections taking place during the Covid-19 
pandemic.                                                                   
 
 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Electoral Registration and Administration Act 203 requires the Council to 

carry out a review of the Boroughs polling districts and polling places every 
four years.  The last compulsory review was completed in 2019. 

 
1.2 The current scheme of polling places was agreed by the Electoral Review 

Panel in November 2019.  However, it has become necessary to review the 
location of some polling places again in light of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 
1.3 On 5 February 2021, the Government announced that elections will go ahead 

as planned in May 2021.  The Police and Crime Commissioner elections, 
together with a Borough by-election in the Whitehaven Central Ward were 



postponed in 2020.  These will now take place alongside the scheduled 
County Council elections on Thursday 6 May 2021. 

 
1.4 At the time of writing, uncertainty remains as to whether the County Council 

Elections will go ahead.  As we await the Governments decision on this, 
planning will continue on the basis that these elections will go ahead on 6 May 
2021.   

 
2. PROPOSALS 
 
2.1 One of the early decisions taken across the County, was that, where possible, 

the use of schools as polling stations should be avoided to avoid any further 
disruption to education.  The exception to this, is where a separate room is 
available so that the school can remain open. 

 
2.2 The following changes are proposed where schools are no longer be available. 
 
Borough Ward PD letter Current Polling station Proposed Polling station 

Cleator Moor CM-1 & 
CM-5 

Cleator Moor Nursery,  
Ennerdale Road, Cleator 
Moor 

Cleator Moor Civic Hall,  
Market Square, Cleator 
Moor 
 

Corkickle CO-3 Ss Gregory & Patrick’s 
School, Esk Avenue, 
Whitehaven 

St Begh’s Social Centre, 
Coach Road, Whitehaven 

Millom M-2 Black Combe Junior school 
Moor Road, Millom,  

The Palladium Theatre 
St Georges Road, Millom,  

Whitehaven 
South 

WS-1 Ss Gregory & Patrick 
School, Esk Avenue, 
Whitehaven 

St Andrews Church Hall 
Meadow Road, Whitehaven 
 

 
2.3 There are three polling stations which are located within private homes.  

Following an initial risk assessment, these have been deemed to be high risk 
venues and the following changes are proposed. 

 
 
 



Borough Ward PD letter Current Polling station Proposed Polling station 

Arlecdon & 
Ennerdale 

AE-2 24 Asby Road, Asby,  Adams Memorial Hall 
Barwise Row, Arlecdon 

Distington, 
Lowca & Parton 

DLP-2 51 Pica Cottages, Pica Distington Community 
Centre, Church Road, 
Distington 
 

Sneckyeat S-4 8 Rutland Avenue, 
Whitehaven 

St Andrews Church Hall 
Meadow Road, Whitehaven 
 

 
2.4 Due to ongoing or planned refurbishment work a further two polling stations 

are unavailable this year.   
 

Borough Ward PD letter Current Polling station Proposed Polling station 
Arlecdon & 
Ennerdale 

AE-4 Lamplugh Village Hall 
Lamplugh, Workington 
 

Kirkland Mission,  
Kirkland, Frizington,  
 

Arlecdon & 
Ennerdale 

AE-6 Frizington Youth Centre 
Off Church Street, 
Frizington 
 

St Joseph’s Community 
Centre,  
Yeathouse Road, Frizington 
 

 
2.5 Where there is no suitable alternative near the existing location, the electors 

have been accommodated at the neighbouring polling station.  
 
2.6 A full risk assessment of all polling stations will be undertaken in advance of 

polling day.  This will allow the Returning Officer to determine what measures 
are needed to ensure the safety of staff and electors at each polling station. 

 
2.7 It is possible that as a result of these risk assessments further venues will be 

deemed to be unsuitable.  It may also be the case, in these uncertain times, 
that some stations become unavailable for other reasons at short notice.   

 
2.8 All electors effected by a change will be notified in writing.  The letter will set 

out the details of the new polling station and will also include details on how 
to apply for a postal or proxy vote should the elector wish too. 



 
2.9 In addition, a communication strategy will be in place, advertising the changes 

via the Councils website and social media channels. 
  
3. CONCLUSIONS 
 
3.1 Electoral matters are currently delegated to the Electoral Review Panel, 

however as set out above, the Returning Officer needs to be in a position to 
make urgent decisions should any further issues arise in the weeks or days 
leading up to polling day.  
 

3.2 Any amendments taken under these measures would be temporary, for 
specified reasons. 

 
4.     STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS  
 
4.1 The Monitoring Officer’s/Legal comments are:  In light of the unprecedented 

global pandemic, the government last year postponed for one year the 
scheduled local polls that were due to take place in May 2020, as well as 
subsequent by-elections. In the year that has intervened, Returning Officers, 
the government and their partners have been making extensive preparations 
to be able to hold these polls on 6 May 2021 in a Covid safe way that 
minimises the risk of spreading the coronavirus. To reflect and encapsulate 
the work that has been undertaken, the Government published its policy 
paper for the May 2021 polls delivery plan on 05 February 2021. 

 
 
4.2 The Section 151 Officer’s comments are:  The costs of running the County and 

PCC Elections will be recharged to the County Council and Central 
Government. Only those polling places used for the borough and parish by 
elections will have a financial impact on Copeland Borough Council and these 
costs will be split accordingly across all election taking place. 
 

4.3 EIA Comments: A risk assessment of all polling stations will take place and 
Electoral Commission guidance will be issued regarding Covid Safe stations.  
Polling staff will receive equalities training as part of the Staff training 
undertaken to work on the election. 


